2026 JTH AGENCY CLASSIC
Contributed by Wes Bailey

Victor, NY -- Victor Rod and Gun Club proudly hosted the 2026 JTH Agency Classic from June 5%
to June 7. This year’s event was the 37t anniversary of this registered skeet tournament. It
was the 22" consecutive year that the JTH Agency sponsored this skeet tournament. This year’s
shoot featured over $5000 in added money and valuable prizes. Shooters travelled from around
the regional area and Canada to attend this well-regarded tournament.

A summer-hot Friday afternoon started the doubles competition with 41 shooters. David Troiani
bested the field by 2 targets with a fine score of 99. Four shooters were 2 targets behind with
97’s. In a hotly contested shoot-off, Dave Cooley emerged as the doubles Runner-up and Steve
Wood as AA class winner. Junior Shooter Trevor Gleockner won a shoot-off to take A class. Other
class winners were Doug Goodman (B), Larry Clarke (C), and John Terns (D). After the conclusion
of the shooting, the shooters were treated to a happy hour and an lItalian style dinner
compliments of Jim and Hilda Thompson. Thanks Jim and Hilda!

Fifty-five shooters took to the fields for Saturday’s competition with the 12-gauge event first. The
weather was rainy right up to the start of the day’s shooting. The rain stopped but strong winds
entered. Overcoming the wind, Trevor Gleockner and Clay Tietjen each ran 100 targets. After a
brief shoot-off, Gleockner came out on top as 12-gauge champ, followed by Tietjen as runner-
up. Mat Kelley took AA class. Other Class winners were Denny Lehman (A), Chad Seelbinder (B),
Scott Sundean (C), junior shooter Jonathon Walker (D) and Cheryl Henderson (E).

The 20-gauge competition initiated the action on Saturday afternoon. Undeterred by the wind,
Mat Kelley ran the only 100 to take 20 gauge champ. Four other shooters posted 99’s. After a
lively shoot-off, lan Smingler emerged as the 20 gauge Runner-Up and Bill Kalwas as AA class
champ. The remaining class winners were Zach Jacot (A), Jon Zywiczynski (B), Mike Wojtecki (C),
and Jonathon Walker (D).

This year, Pete Hamann of Pete’s Stockworks in Bloomfield, NY again generously donated $300
in added money for a special 20-gauge handicapped event for B/C/D class shooters only.
Jonathon Walker won first place with Mike Wojtecki and Jon Zywiczynski, each shared second
and third place money. Thanks Pete, for sponsoring this event!

At the conclusion of Saturday’s shoot-offs, the shooters, family members, guests, and gun club
volunteers all enjoyed a great happy hour and a delicious steak dinner. The shooters’ steaks were
donated by the Victor Rod and Gun Club boosters. The steaks were grilled to perfection, and
they were delicious!

Sunday’s weather featured light-to-moderate winds, pleasant temperatures and with a nice array
of clouds. With anticipation the shooters took to the fields to compete in the 28-gauge and the
410 bore events. First up was the 28-gauge event. Steve Wood and Clay Tietjen each crushed



100 targets. In a shoot-off decided at the first station, Wood triumphed as champ with Tietjen
taking the Runner-up spot. The remaining class winners were Dess Ivanov (AA), Scott Daniels (A),
Mark Snyder (B), Walter Aldrich (C), and Cheryl Henderson (D).

Sunday afternoon featured the 410-bore event. lan Smingler topped the field to take the 410-
bore champ title. After a short shoot-off, Steve Wood claimed the 410-bore runner-up with
Ethan Call taking the AA class title. The remaining 410-bore class winners were Don Lewandoski
(A), Basem Abdel-Malek (B), Joe Runick (C), and Ron Cyr (D).

Throughout the weekend, Clay Tietjen was steady, consistent, and on target. Clay’s 393x400 was
the top HOA score. Clay needed every target as four shooters were only one target behind. After
the shoot-off dust settled, Steve Wood claimed the HOA Runner-up spot. The remaining HOA
class winners were lan Smingler (AA), Trevor Gleockner (A), Walt Aldrich (B), and Jonathon
Walker (C/D/E combined).

Among the notable HOA concurrent champs were Trevor Gleockner Junior Champ, Debra Meade
Lady Champ, and Jon Zywiczynski Retired Military Champ. Congrats on great shooting!

Again, this year, all four-gun shooters were eligible to enter “Joe’s Challenge". This event is a
handicapped event allowing shooters of all classes the chance to win. It is named in memory of
Joe Strazzeri. Joe was a great skeet shooter and a stalwart of the Victor Rod and Gun Club. The
DiMarco Group sponsored this event with $2500 in added money for Joe’s Challenge. The event
drew great interest from the shooters. The shooters closely watched the scoreboard throughout
the weekend. This year’s Joe’s Challenge paid five places. The winners in order were Trevor
Gleockner, Justin Aldrich, Walt Aldrich, Dess Ivanov, and lan Smingler. Great shooting guys!
Thanks to the DiMarco Group for your generosity in sponsoring this event.

Special thanks go out to our club volunteers for their strong support. Congratulations to our
admin team for streamlining the registration process and ensuring that the shoot management
process ran flawlessly. Also, thanks to Jim Thompson and Dan Caryl and the great crew of fine
referees. We cannot thank shoot sponsor JTH Agency enough for its support of this shoot. Check
out the JTH Agency store online at https://www.jthagency.com

Most of all, thank you to this year’s shooters. We appreciate your continued support of this
shoot. We look forward to seeing you at the 2027 JTH Agency Classic!



